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THE LOCATION



THE PROBLEM

Congestion

Driver confusion

Reoccuring flooding



Australian roundabout expert, Michael 
Wallwork, presented creative ideas

SEEKING THE SOLUTION

Roundabouts certainly were not 
mainstream in Alabama

Began planning and funding pursuit to 
make improvements



SCHEDULE
1 • Project Identification by Sponsor

2 • Feasibility Study / Advance Planning Study

3 • Environmental Document

4 • Survey and Preliminary Engineering

5 • Right-Of-Way Acquisition

6 • Final Design Plans

7 • Utility Relocations

8 • Roadway Construction



ADVANCED PLANNING REPORT

Considered multiple alternatives

SIGNALIZED ALTERNATIVE ROUNDABOUT ALTERNATIVE



FUNDING

Regional Planning Commission of 
Greater Birmingham

Funding available in 2016

Kickoff in late 2017

SPLITTING THE LOCAL COST 
SHARE EVENLY

PARTNERSHIP

MOUNTAIN BROOK

CITY OF BIRMINGHAM

LEAD SPONSOR

EQUAL PARTNER



PROJECT PURPOSE

01

02

03

Clear congestion

Increase safety and 
reduce confusion

Gateway entry



KEY STAKEHOLDERS

City of Mountain Brook and City of Birmingham

MOUNTAIN BROOK AND BIRMINGHAM

Key attraction drawing visitors from across the region

BIRMINGHAM ZOO

Major destination and community asset

BOTANICAL GARDENS

Phase 1 opened around 2016, Phase 2 around 2022

LANE PARKE DEVELOPMENT

Local businesses impacted by and invested in the corridor

MOUNTAIN BROOK VILLAGE BUSINESS OWNERS

Alabama Department of Transportation

ALDOT

Residents, visitors, and commuters who use the corridor daily

CITIZENS AND TRAVELING PUBLIC



PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT



KEY CHALLENGES

PAUPER CEMETERY

ENVIRONMENTAL

Phase 1 and Phase 2
Cultural Resources
Assessment 

Uncertainty about 
prior discovery of 
graves

ENDANGERED BATS

PIRATE 

ENCOUNTER

ROW CHALLENGES

Summer roosting 
habitat, resulting in 
clearing restrictions

Greeted by lifelike 
pirates along the Zoo 
train route

Transfers/dedications 
involving ALDOT, 
cities, Zoo, Gardens, 
developer, and 
business owner



KEY CHALLENGES
DESIGN

Adjacent intersections



KEY CHALLENGES
DESIGN

Adjacent intersections

Address flooding concerns, within floodplain



KEY CHALLENGES
DESIGN

Adjacent intersections

Address flooding concerns, within floodplain

Phasing of traffic



KEY CHALLENGES
DESIGN

Culvert replacement

Lots of old utilities, requiring discovery and design adjustments

Important pedestrian connection for surrounding cities

Lighting and landscaping essential for Gateway entry



KEY CHALLENGES
BEYOND OUR CONTROL

COVID results in new timeline for Lane Parke Development

Jefferson County sewer abatement project

Fire at Ray and Poynor building

Skittish rhino!



Contractor: Gillespie Construction

PRE-CONSTRUCTION

CONSTRUCTION BEGINS

POST-CONSTRUCTION

Bid amount of

125  Working days or 
approximately 9 months

$4.2 MILLION

CE&I: Sain Associates



CONSTRUCTION UNDERWAY



POST-CONSTRUCTION



FINAL RESULT

Very positive feedback!

“Beautiful” “Work of art!”

Increased connectivity within one 
of the most walkable areas within 
the metro area.



THANK YOU

Questions?

Nathan Currie, P.E.
Transportation Design & CEI
Principal / Assistant Director

ncurrie@sain.com

(205) 263-2129
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