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Traills?
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DEfining Tralils USFS / NPS / BLM / FWS

Interagency Definition

A Shareduse paths Alinear route managed for human
powered, stock, or OHV forms of

: transportation or for historic or
A Side paths heritage values.

A Greenways or Ratio-Trails

A Other multimodal facilities
A Cycle tracks with sidewalks
A Bike lanes with sidewalks

s

Downtown Montgomery Riverwalk Photo credit: River Re
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Multimodal Facilities

Spragins Street Cycle Track
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Tralls and Transportation

A Trails and side paths as essential
transportation corridors

A 107,590 householdsin ALwithout a vehicle
(2024 ACS DP04)

A 13.6% of households (427) in Tuskegee
A 12% of households (10,667) in
Birmingham |
A 9.6% of households (4,063) in Tuscaloosa .
A 7% of households (5,714) in Montgomery
A 7.7% of households (6,489) in Mobile Walking o school (Pensacols, FU).
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Trails as a mode choice

A Safe routes to school

A Convenient access to destinations
and opportunities

A Connections to transit

g N

Idridge Creek Greenway Photo credit: City of Huntsville

Designing communities for people who cannot drive often results in safer,
more accessible, and more resilient communities for everyone

SWEET TRAILS ALABAMA



Sweet Tralls
Program
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How Sweet Trails Began

#* _ %24 A Alabama shouldfocus on outdoor recreation to be

competitive (Innovative Alabama report by Hoover
Institution)

A 2021 Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation
Plan (SCORP) documertgp three facility types with
unmet demand were all trails.

A SB 298 8 development of a strategic trail network + plan
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STATEWIDE TRAILS PLAN A In Fall 2024 A Statewide Trails Plan was released

NOVEMBER 2024 FINAL PLAN
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Sweet Tralls Vision

A Become thepremier trails state in the Southeast

A Connected, publicly accessible trail system reaching all67 counties
A Bolster thriving towns and communities
A Accelerate innovation and entrepreneurship

A Foster sustainedeconomic development
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Program Updates

A Feasibility Studies:

A Community Trail Toolkit
A Open GIS data portal
A Website refresh

SWEET TRAILS
ALABAMA

TRAIL
TOOLKIT

o J>o T To Do I

Low Traffic Roads as Trails
Birmingham to Anniston Trail
Greensboro to Marion to Selma Trail
Andalusia Rail Trail

Singing River Trail to ChidfadigaTrail
Around the Mobile Bay Trail

am—

|

—

@ d'\\‘

SWEET TRAILS ALABAMA




Trall Toolkit
07 /ntroduction
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Planning

Funding

Design

Construction

Maintenance

A shared use path provides a travel area separate from motorized traffic for cyclists, pedestrians,
skaters, wheelchair users, joggers, and other trail users. Shared use paths are desirable for cyclists

of all skill levels preferring separation from traffic.
These off-road travelways generally provide routes
and connections not provided by existing roadways.
Most are designed for two-way travel of multiple user
types. Designs vary depending on factors such as the
grade of the land, the intensity of use, size and amount
of wvegetation present, and proximity to waterways,
structures, and other elements.

Types of shared use paths Include:
+ Greenway
* Side Path

* Rall Trall

i. Pedestrlans
¥

Blcyclists

Mobllity Ald
Device Users

Min. 2
Shoulder

Deslgn Guidelines

Trail Wiclth

Shared use paths should have a trail width

of 10 to 12 feet minimum, not including the
shoulders. More narrow trail widths as small as
8 feet wide may be appropriate in constrained
conditions for limited distances.

Shoulders

A shoulder at least 2 feet wide should be
provided on both sides of a shared use
path. The shoulder area should be kept clear.
Landscaping and vertical elements such as
light posts, signs, fences, and trail amenities
should be located outside of the shoulder
area.

A wider shoulder (5 min) and/or physical
barrier should be provided when adjacentto a
downward slope greater than 1V:3H.

Vertical Clearance

At least & feet of vertical clearance should be
provided, with at least 10 feet being preferred.

1
== 8" Min. Vertlcal
} x Claarance

Slope

Shared use paths should have a maximum
running slope of 5%. Steeper slopes may be
permitted for limited distances where needed
(see AASHTO standards).

Cross slope across the trail should not
excead 2%.

Cther Design Considerations

Amenities should be provided such as
benches, trash receptacles, bike racks, and
lighting.

Trail design should comply with all
AASHTO standards related to design
speed, sight distances, stopping distances,
and grades.

‘Where user volume is high, separated bike
facilities are recommended.

Surfaces should be stable, firm, and slip-
resistant, and be accessibla. All-weather
concrete, asphalt pavement, or permeable
pavermnent surfaces are preferred over
crushed aggregate, sand, clay, or stabilized
earth.
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Greensborod Marion d Selma

GREENSBORO-MARION-SELMA
TRAIL

FEASIBILITY
STUDY

FINAL DRAFT PLAN

JUNE 2026
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Around the Bay Trall

Anound the Bay

- TRAIL

Community Meeting

MAGNOLIASPRINGS Wedneaday, June 18th
COMMUNITY HALL 4:30-6:30 PM

9 12175 Magwolia Springs Hwy, Magnolia Springa, AL 36555

HELP SHAPE THE AROUND THE BAY TRAIL!

We're hosting a series of Community Open House
Meetings to hear your thoughts on:

» Trail alignment options

» Types of trail segments (bike, walking, multi-use, etc.)
« Amenities and features you'd like to see

The Anoand the Bay Trail is an exciting project to cweate a

110-mile trail loop around Mobile Bay—connecting

Swez.t* communities, panks, and. some of the area’s most beloved

*"ﬁdb paths, including the Eastorn. Shove Taail, Fort Morgan Trail,

A and the Harpen Bibing and Hiking Tnail. And now, we want
youn input to help bring this wialon to ife!

JOIN US!
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Birmingham to Anniston SAIN
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Andalusia Rail Trall

9 Babbie Legend

Andalusia Rail Trail Phase 1, Alternate 1 -
134 Albritton Road

e Phase 1
Phase 1, Alternate 2 -

Phase 2 Sanford Road
Phase 3 Phase 3, Alternate 1 -
e Phase 4 Alabama Highway 52

Phase 3, Alternate 2 -
Travelers Rest Road

Coffee Springs
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STA Website

| ABOUT PLAN COALITION MAP Get in touch ¥

Welcome.

SWEET TRAILS ALABAMA IS A STATEWIDE PROGRAM THAT
SUPPORTS COMMUNITIES IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF TRAILS
ACROSS ALABAMA.

Established in 2023 through the passage of Senate Bill 298, the program called for the creation of a
statewide trails plan to provide a vision for connected trails across Alabama.
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Additional Program Updates

Morgan CountyWheeler Refuge

Cahaba River access points

A Planned/design 3 access points;
wayfinding; public information
stations

Selma to Montgomery study partnership _PARK
with ALDOT '
A ALDOT focus on safety

A City FLAP grant for design
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Coalition

We are nonprofit organizations, local governments, and
industry partners working together to promote partnership and
collaboration, educate on the importance of trails, and
advocate for increased state investment of all types of trails in
Alabama - hiking, biking, paddle, equestrian, and ATV/OHV -
paved and natural surface trails.



Alabama
COALITION

sweet Trails Coalition Founding Vision, Purpose, and Goals
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2026 0 Next Steps

Goal #1 Prepare, organize, advocate for state -level
trail funding

1 Expanding membershipr growth to 100 members

17 Membership dues to support lobbyist for statelevel,
recurring funding

Goal #2 Compile trail economic benefits studies

Goal #3 Promote trails through Sweet Trails and
other social media channels

17 Website updatest completed in June

17 Sweet Trails Social media/Updates Restarted in June

ABOUT | PLAN COALITION MAP Get in touch

Welcome.

SWEET TRAILS ALABAMA IS A STATEWIDE PROGRAM THAT
SUPPORTS COMMUNITIES IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF TRAILS
ACROSS ALABAMA.,

Established in 2023 through the passage of Senate Bill 298, the program called for the creation of a
statewide trails plan to provide a vision for connected trails across Alabama.
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ll Urban Trails as
Essential
Connections
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Onstreet Connections

To have aconnected trail networlé é . .

you cannot always have an idyllic, completely
separatedoffr oad tr ai | éééeéi

So, you need solutions!
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Onstreet Connections

Razorback Greenwag NW Arkansas
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